English Martyrs ENGLISH MARTYRS PARISH
a8 19 Bl A ALVASTON & CHELLASTON

DE24 8QU

1st Sunday of Lent - Year A
22 February 2026

Psalm Response: Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we have sinned

Sun: 9.00am Mass Dr Pat Budgen RIP

11.00am Mass Eamonn & Anne Murray RIP
Mon: 12 noon Mass Henry Johnson RIP
Wed: 12 noon Mass Josie Clifford RIP
Fri: 12 noon Mass Joyce Bowker Int

2nd Sunday of Lent
Sun:  9.00am Mass Anne & Paddy Duffy RIP

11.00am Mass John Gannon RIP

Money Matters:
Offertory: £496.86

For those who regularly contribute to the Church via the Envelope Scheme,
another option would be to set up a Monthly or Weekly Direct Debit or
Standing Order. If you contribute by any of these methods and you pay
Income Tax, please consider Gift Aiding your contributions to the Parish, this
is worth an extra 20% to the Parish without costing you any more than your
IGift to the Parish.

Lloyds Bank: sort code 30-92-59;

Account number 01620555 — English Martyrs, Derby RCP.

(Gift Aid forms available at the back of Church)

Payments to the parish by cheque should be made payable to:
English Martyrs Derby RCP

Sanctuary Lamp:

Prayers for the Sick: Please always keep in your prayers the sick
and housebound especially Simon Thompson, Christine Dreuitt, Terry
Bullock, Giovanni Busato, lan Robinson, Bart Makowski, Joe Migallo,
Liam Blaney, Christopher Turner, Tracey Reeve, Liz Simmons, Terry &
Liz Spencer, Mick & Frances Connolly, Maria Latwiel, Anne Smith,
Margaret Meagher, James Wilson, Libby Dodes, Gregory Makowski,
Brian Campbell, Mary Storer and Peggy Whelan.

Please pray for the repose of the soul of John Brennan. May he
restin peace. Please also remember his family in your prayers.

Second Collections: today, Sunday, 22 February for the SVP (For
the poor and needy)

1 Mar: CAFOD Family Fast

22 Mar: Diocesan Quota

Walk With Me: This little booklet of daily meditations throughout Lent
is available FREE at the back of Church. Please take a copy for yourself,
family and friends, that we may pray together during this holy season in
preparation for the great feast of Easter.

Lent: Lent, originally meaning ‘time of lengthening days’, is the season
of renewal and new growth, both in nature and in things spiritual, a desire
to renew our lives in personal friendship with the Lord. Lent s the time
to amend our ways and to take fresh heart, as we strive to change for
the better.

Six Bible Studies On The Lenten Sunday Gospels:

Mauro lannicelli will break-open the forthcoming Lenten Sunday
Gospels with in-depth teaching and stimulating questions.

Starts: Tues 17 February, at 7pm

Six consecutive Tuesdays: 17 Feb | 24 Feb | 03 Mar | 10 Mar | 17
Mar | 24 Mar (7-8:15pm). Free of charge. Live on YouTube

Register: at comeandsee.org/lent26

Palms: Please bring your old paims and place them in the basket on
the table at the back of Church. These will then be burned to produced
the ashes for Ash Wednesday next year.

CAFOD Family Fast Day Collection: CAFOD - Family Fast Day is
on Friday, 27 February.

This Lent, live out the Gospel call to love your neighbour. By fasting and
giving what you save, you join in Christ's compassion and help another
family put food on the table. Your donation can help families around the
world grow food in difficult conditions — such as on flood-resistant
floating gardens or using solar-powered water pumps in times of
drought. Collect a CAFOD envelope from the back of Church today and
bring it back next week for the second collection.

To bless others with your support, you can also donate online
at cafod.org.uk/envelope call 0303 303 3030 or text CAFODLENT to
70085 to donate £10.

Bishop’s Mission Statement: Copies of the Mission Plan for the
Diocese are available at the back of Church. Please take a copy
for your perusal.

Father M Brentnall VF [Parish Priest]
Email: englishmartyrsderby@outlook.com
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300 Club: The winners of the February draw are:
£100 154 Vera Billington

£50 44 Cathrin Smith

£25 74 Anne Walsh

£25 34 Mary Quail

£25 153 Malcolm Caporn

£25 155 Rita Fogg

Well done all!

‘As believers, we must not allow pride, dignity,
or self-sufficiency to keep us from crying out to
God’ Anonymous

St Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr (Memorial) — 23 February:

St Polycarp (+c.155) was converted to Christianity by St John the
Evangelist. He was later ordained bishop of Smyrna (now Izmir,
Turkey). As an old man he was urged by the Roman proconsul to
renounce Christ in order to save his life. The saint replied, ‘For eighty-
six years | have served him and he has never wronged me. How can |
renounce the King who has saved me?’ He was executed and his body
burnt; his followers collected his relics and wrote an account of his life
and martyrdom.

St Gregory of Narek, Abbot and Doctor of the Church (Opt
Mem) - 27 February:

St Gregory of Narek (c.950-1011) was an Armenian monk who spent
most of his life in the region around Lake Van (Turkey). He was a
teacher of theology and a mystic, whose writings include a work on the
Song of Songs and a long poem, the Book of Lamentations. Buried at
his monastery of Narek, he was declared a Doctor of the Church in 2015.
In the words of Pope Francis, he ‘learned to peer into the depths of the
human soul and, by fusing poetry and prayer together, marked the
pinnacle of both Armenian literature and spirituality.’

St David, Bishop, Patron of Wales (Feast) — 1 March:

St David (+¢.600) was born in south Wales. We know little of his life;
tradition says he founded a monastery at Mynyw (Menevia) and was
consecrated bishop (according to legend in Jerusalem). He lived an
austere life. Many Welsh monasteries claimed him as founder. His cult
spread quickly and in 1120 Pope Callistus Il declared that two
pilgrimages to his shrine at St Davids were equivalent to one to Rome.



