
Saint Edmund Arrowsmith

Born 1585: Haydock, Lancashire.

At birth, Edmund was named Brian but used his confirmation 

name. Edmund’s parents, Margery Gerard and Robert 

Arrowsmith were devout Catholics who refused to attend 

Protestant services and harboured priests in their home.  As a 

child, Edmund saw his parents arrested and taken away, 

leaving him alone all night. Although Edmund entered Douai College in 1605; he was forced to quit due 

to ill health, eventually being ordained at Arras in1611. Matthew Kellison, President of the English 

college, sent him to the English mission in 1613 and he worked amongst Catholics in Lancashire for ten 

or eleven years. He was renowned for his agreeable temperament, vigour and candour. Edmund was 

arrested in 1622 and incarcerated in Lancaster Castle. Whilst imprisoned, he encountered John 

Bridgeman, the Protestant Bishop of Chester. The Bishop excused himself for eating meat during lent, 

by proclaiming himself  ‘Old and weak; thus dispensed from abstinence’. ‘Who dispenses your lusty 

ministers?’ asked Edmund, ‘They have no such need!’ 

When Edmund was unexpectedly freed by a pardon issued by King James I;  he entered the Society of 

Jesus in 1624 and returned to Lancashire.  Edmund was arrested again in South Lancashire, when he 

was betrayed as a priest by the son of the landlord of the Blue Anchor Inn 

‘I Would that I were worthy of being a priest!’ he said when accused. Brought to execution, he ‘prayed 

for all the people in the Kingdom’ then said, ‘Be witnesses with me that I die a constant Roman Catholic 

and for Christ's sake.  Let my death be an encouragement to your going forward in the Catholic 

religion’. On the day of his execution his confession was heard in the castle courtyard by John 

Southworth, also a prisoner. 

His final words were ‘Bone Jesu’ (O Good Jesus). Edmund was hanged, drawn and quartered on 28th 

August 1628 at Lancaster. His hand is preserved as a relic at Saint Oswald's Church, Ashton-in-

Makerfield. 


